
UNITY HISTORICAL SOCIETY

JULY 2018

July 21st Open House ~ 10:00-2:00

NEXT MEETING: AUGUST 28 at 7:00PM

Eagle Scout Project

We were pleased to get an in-depth look at the Eagle Scout project planned and built by
member Logan Wadick on behalf of the town of Unity and the Unity Historical Society. He
provided details of the proposed gazebo—see rendering below.
A carpenter will be onsite during the process to ensure specifications are met and safety is the
top priority. Local Boy Scouts are planning to help and others are welcome—tools will be
supplied.
The estimated cost is $3,500. Logan can accept donations of materials. Anyone wishing to
make a financial donation can send it to UHS.



2018 Meeting Schedule

APRIL 24
MAY 22
JUNE 19

JULY 21 — Open House
AUGUST 28

SEPTEMBER 25
OCTOBER 23

From the UHS Walking Tour Guide

Operated as Turner Center creamery until
1908 and later bought by H.P. Hood and
sons. It was a collection point for local
farmers to drop off their milk, and
employed three people. More recently, was
home to Thorndike Press publishers and
Hodges Trucking. It now houses an herbal
business.

Turner Creamery

UNITY UNION CHURCH ~ 1840/41
Built by Hale Parkhurst, Rufus Burnham, M.D., and Samuel Kelley for the
Universalists Society. When support failed, pews were sold to any and all church-
goers and two services were held each Sunday—one for Baptists and one for
Methodists. The original bell, purchased in 1860, was recently replaced by an
electronic carillon. The parsonage was swapped with Dr. Whitney’s house on Main
Street. Prior to churches opening in Unity, circuit riders came to the people on
horseback. The first Methodist church was built in 1825 in the southern part of
Unity and the Friends Church was built in 1827.

CONNOR HOUSE
This was the home of Colonel James Connor. He was a native of Gardiner, Maine
and a  captain in the local militia. He was elected Colonel of the Regimental
Infantry by his peers. Colonel Connor married Mary Whitmore and acquired the
land for his farm through her family. In 1814, he made an agreement with
Lemuel Bartlett to build a dam across Sandy Stream just below the curve.



JUNE MEETING MINUTES

Unity Foundation has offered UHS historical material from the
BMLRR, which was graciously accepted.  Pat and Lori will plan to
review the materials and report back at a later meeting.

PROGRAM NOTES

Our guest speak this month is a busy young man. Logan Wadick, our newest member
with just a year under his belt, is also attending Mt. View High School, participate in the
Chamber Singers, is an Eagle Scout and last fall offered to scan all of UHS’ photos as a
starting place to make as much information as possible available online.

Over the winter, he made incredible progress and it is believed that almost all the
photographs have been scanned into the database.  He also has the capacity to scan
documents, which will hopefully be done in the future.

Logan told the group that he had scanned nearly 1,400 photographs and then showed how
they were categorized and different ways they could be found. For example, if you were
looking for photos of the creamery, you have the option of entering ‘creamery’ or ‘Depot
Street’ and you’ll be led to the photos that are thusly tagged.

The program he used also allowed for any notes on the back of the photos to be added to
the database. A handful of photos—mostly people—are not identified, but we are creating
a plan for identifying them.  Even the small group was able to partially identify a few that
evening. Photographs of buildings and other locations interact with a map for additional
information.

The UHS website will have to have some upgrades in order to make all these great
resources available online, but anyone interested can work with Logan to view his work to
date,

The second part of his presentation was about the Gazebo project he is planning. The
project is currently awaiting approval from the Unity Planning Board.

During the building a carpenter will be onsite to ensure safety is the top priority. Local Boy
Scouts will help and others are welcome—tools will be supplied.

The estimated cost is $3,500.  Some funds have been provided and he also said he’s
received some materials.  To memorialize the sponsors, his plan would be to have signage
on the gazebo recognizing the gift.  It is hoped tht donations will allow for electricity, but it
could be added later if necessary.



P O Box 4
Unity, ME 04988

Meetings are held at 7:00 p.m. on the
Fourth Tuesday each month
from April through October

OPEN HOUSE—JULY 2018
NEXT MEETING:
AUGUST 28, 2018

Building open by appointment
Call 207-948-5610

The Unity Historical Society is dedicated
to the collection and preservation of
historical materials related to the Town of
Unity. Maine. The Society makes this
information available to individuals and/or
organizations interested in historical and
genealogical research.

http://unityhistoricalsociety.wordpress.com

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION
Annual dues: $10/person

(April 1 ~ March 31)
Life Membership: $250/person

P O Box 4
Unity, ME  04988

http://unityhistoricalsociety.wordpress.com

Find UHS on Facebook : UnityHistoricalSociety

2018 Meetings
Meetings begin at 7:00pm

APRIL 24
MAY 22*

JUNE 26
JULY —OPEN HOUSE

AUGUST 28
SEPTEMBER 25
OCTOBER 23*

* Month has 5 Tuesdays


