
UNITY HISTORICAL SOCIETY

APRIL 2018

NEXT MEETING:  APRIL 24 at 7:00PM

Unity Historical Society—2017 Annual Report
Since 1982 the Unity Historical Society has preserved the historical materials and artifacts of

the area and served as an informational resource for the local community and people around the world.
Hundreds of people have toured the house on Depot Street, utilized the library and received assistance
with genealogy searches. We would like to thank everyone who supports UHS and invite all of Unity’s
citizens to visit and participate in the community programming planned for this year.

During the past year students from various classes at Unity College visited and spoke with
Historical Society members and used the library for assistance with their research projects. People
from around the country, and the world, doing genealogic and other research contacted us by email
after visiting our website or finding us through the town website.  An industrious group of members
has continued the work of inventorying our holdings and reorganizing our files to make them more
user friendly. The photos are being digitalized by Logan Wadick. A full-scale recording of the geneal-
ogy files from James Vickery and numerous area families continues. Interesting speakers presented
information at our monthly meetings on a variety of topics, enabling members and friends to learn
more about history in general and specific information about our area. Members and guests were
informed and entertained at the monthly meetings by a variety of activities and speakers. We had
enjoyable evenings looking at special items that members brought in to discuss, and listening to an
interesting series of speakers from the area. Pat Clark helped commemorate the 100 year anniversary
of the United States entry into World War I and the participation of citizens from Unity and the State
of Maine. Ryan Howes told us about his adventures running the Hills to Sea Trail. Dana Murch
presented his book on the genealogy on the Murch Family going back to Simeon Murch and Rachel
Paine, with a CD of family trees.

In September Rick Milligan formally presented to the Town of Unity a mill stone recovered
from Sandy Stream by his father Bob, along with Joel Tozier, Joe Stevens and a young Babe Tozier. It
was one of three mill stones rescued, and this one had traveled to Florida and back, before being
installed at the Unity Historical Society on the Main Street side of the building. An appreciative crowd
gathered for the dedication and to hear the story of the stone’s history.

The Unity Historical Society participated in community events such as the Unity Festival in
July, as well as the Volunteer Day of Service in October with energetic students from Unity College
checking out markers and information for the walking tour.

Work continues on upkeep projects for the building and donations would be greatly appreciated
in order to help preserve the Historical Society building and keep it more sustainable.

Unity Historical Society continues to stimulate interest in the collection and preservation of
historic materials related to the town of Unity as well as Maine and the rest of the world. We look
forward to continuing these projects and invite you to join us at 7:00 p.m. on the 4th Tuesday each
month from April to October at our monthly meeting.



2018 Meeting Schedule

APRIL 24
MAY 22
JUNE 19

JULY— CommUnity Festival
AUGUST 28

SEPTEMBER 25
OCTOBER 23

A reminder for Annual Members 2018 Dues are due.  For Life Members, please don’t
forget to include UHS in your annual giving.

MEET: Unity, New Hampshire

Unity NH was chartered in 1753 as
Buckingham. The town was renamed
Unity in 1764. It is currently
composed of East Unity, West Unity
and Quaker City.

According to the historical society’s webpage, in 1764 King George III
granted 29,000 acres to families from surrounding towns through Governor
Benning Wentworth. It was incorporated under the name Unity, since this new
land was  meant to unify people who had no land of their own. There were 39
original grantees. By 1773, the population of Unity was 106.

The Unity Town Hall building was originally built as a Baptist meeting
house in 1831. At the town meeting in June 1877, the town voted to purchase the
church and fix it up as a town hall meeting house. The building was purchased for
$25.00.

Meetings are the second Tuesday of each month. There are several books
available including “Early Families of Unity, NH”, “Highlights in History of
Unity” and “Old Homes and Places of Interest Unity, NH, 250 Years and
Counting”.

The Town is also home to Unity Free Library, Unity Elementary School and
the Unity Volunteer Fire Department. Old Home Day is scheduled for July 21,
2018.
For additional information

Unity Historical Society https://www.unitynhhistoricalsociety.org/
Town of Unity http://www.unitynh.gov/home.html



“Samuel Stillman Berrry, Ph.D. was born in Unity where his mother traveled for medial care
from the family home in Montana.  A 1913 Stanford University Pd.D., Dr. Berry became one
of the world's five leading authorities on cephalopods (marine life forms that include the
squid). He served as the first Librarian at the Scripps Institution of Biological Research in La
Jolla, California. Records of Samuel S. Berry’s lifelong zoological and oceanographic
research and his seashell collection (estimated at over three million species) are in the
Smithsonian Institution in Washington, DC. Dr. Berry’s enduring affection for Unity was
reflected in the naming of his Winnecook Ranch—a wildlife refuge in Montana that is also a
significant site for biological and paleontological flora and fauna. The building that is home to
the Unity Historical Society was gifted by Dr. Samuel Stillman Berry to his beloved
hometown.” ~ from Ordinary, Yet Extraordinary, Freeman and Simeone

 Montana State University Library has Winnecook Ranch records from 1882-1999
 A search for Stillman Berry on the Smithsonian Institution website returns more than 2,300

results, including a few photos, his writings, along with remembrances from colleagues
after his passing. He published more than 200 articles.

 There are 15 boxes of his papers catalogued in the Smithsonian Institution Archives.
Contents listed include dance cards, diaries, party games and Stanford track meet scores.

 Dr. Berry was at Stanford University during the 1906 earthquake. He received his
Bachelor’s degree in 1909, his Master’s from Harvard in 1920 and his Doctorate from
Stanford in 1913.

 Dr. Berry had an interest in horticulture with a concentration on hybridization of irises
and daffodils.



P O Box 4
Unity, ME 04988

Meetings are held at 7:00 p.m. on the
Fourth Tuesday each month
from April through October

NEXT MEETING:
APRIL 24, 2018

Building open by appointment
Call 207-948-5610

The Unity Historical Society is dedicated
to the collection and preservation of
historical materials related to the Town of
Unity. Maine. The Society makes this
information available to individuals and/or
organizations interested in historical and
genealogical research.

http://unityhistoricalsociety.wordpress.com

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION
Annual dues: $10/person

(April 1 ~ March 31)
Life Membership: $250/person

P O Box 4
Unity, ME  04988

http://unityhistoricalsociety.wordpress.com

Find UHS on Facebook : UnityHistoricalSociety

2018 Meetings
Meetings begin at 7:00pm

APRIL 24
MAY 22*

JUNE 26
JULY —UNITY FESTIVAL

AUGUST 28
SEPTEMBER 25
OCTOBER 23*

* Month has 5 Tuesdays


