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Unity College was founded in 1965 as the Unity Institute of Liberal Arts and Sciences with a
faculty of 15 and a student body of 39.

The founders, a group of local business people, were looking for ways to counter economic
decline in the town of Unity. Two years later, it changed its name to Unity College and in 1969
awarded degrees to its first graduating class of 24. The school has continued to grow and has
today one of the broadest environmental and natural resources programs in the United States.

The original section of the campus consisted of a farm, with several of the farm buildings
serving as residence halls, plus classrooms and administrative offices. The original farmhouse
now is home to the College Development, and Public Safety offices.

The Dorothy W. Quimby Library houses a collection of over 50,000 volumes to more than 400
scholarly and general-interest periodicals. The collection has been assembled primarily to
support the college's curriculum, but additionally serves as the public library for area towns;
its holdings include a large collection of general fiction and children's books.

Gifted to the college in 2007, Unity owns and operates the
Unity College Center for the Performing Arts and the Bert
& Coral Clifford Field of Dreams.



UHS President’s Report to the Town of Unity
(from the 2016 Town Report)

Since 1982 the Unity Historical Society has preserved the historical
materials and artifacts of the area and served as an informational
resource for the local community and people around the world.
Hundreds of people have toured the house on Depot Street, utilized the
library and received assistance with genealogy searches. We would like

to thank everyone who supports UHS and invite all of Unity’s citizens to visit and participate
in the community programming planned for this year.

During the past year students from various classes at Unity College visited and spoke with
Historical Society members and used the library for assistance with their research projects.
People from around the country, and the world, doing genealogic and other research contacted
us by email after visiting our website or finding us through the town website.  An industrious
group of members has continued the work of inventorying our  holdings and reorganizing our
files to make them more user friendly. A full-scale recording of the genealogy files from James
Vickery and numerous area families continues. Interesting speakers presented information at
our monthly meetings on a variety of topics, enabling members and friends to learn more about
history in general and specific information about our area. Presentations by Martha Dempski
about the Women’s Initiative, Joey Kelly and Chevy, the Safety Dog about the Belfast and
Moosehead Lake Railroad, John Ford and Mark Nickerson about their adventures in law
enforcement, and Sara Trunzo about Veggies for All informed and entertained members and
guests at the monthly meetings.

The Unity Historical Society participated in community events such as the Unity Festival in
July, the CommUnity Block Party in August, as well as the Volunteer Day of Service with
students from Unity College in October.

Work continues on upkeep projects for the building and donations would be greatly
appreciated in order to help preserve the Historical Society building and keep it more
sustainable.

Unity Historical Society continues to stimulate interest in the collection and preservation of
historic materials related to the town of Unity as well as Maine and the rest of the world. We
look forward to continuing these projects and invite you to join us at 7:00 p.m. on the 4th
Tuesday each month from April to October at our monthly meeting.

If you are interested in becoming a member, dues are $10 per person (April to October) or
$250 for a life membership.  Books, bumper stickers, and other gifts are available through the
Society.  Donations for any of our projects are greatly appreciated and tax deductible. For more
information about the collections or genealogy, please visit our website at
www.unityhistoricalsociety.org or on Facebook.



2016 Meetings

APRIL 26

MAY 24*
THE GAME LOFT

The Revolutionary War Era in Maine
A Coming of Age in America

JUNE 28

JULY 30—UNITY FESTIVAL
Join the community at the Field of

Dreams for a fun-filled day

AUGUST 23*

SEPTEMBER 27

OCTOBER 25

We are scheduling other presenters
and the very popular “Show and Tell”

will be back this year.  Is there
something you’d like to hear about?

Please let us know.

* Month has 5 Tuesdays

MAY DAY
May 1 is an ancient northern hemisphere spring festival
and usually a public holiday; it is also a traditional spring
holiday in many cultures. Dances, singing, and cake are
usually part of the celebrations that the day includes.

The earliest May Day celebrations appeared in pre-
Christian times, with the Floralia, festival of   Flora, the
Roman goddess of flowers. While February 1 was the
first day of spring, May 1 was the first day of summer;
hence, the summer solstice on June 21 was Midsummer.

May Day was also celebrated by some early European
settlers of the American continent. In some parts of the
United States, May baskets are made. These are small
baskets usually filled with flowers or treats and left at
someone's doorstep. The giver rings the bell and runs
away. The person receiving the basket tries to catch the

fleeing giver; if caught, a kiss is
exchanged.[

Traditional English May Day
rites and celebrations include
Morris dancing, crowning a May
Queen and celebrations
involving a maypole.

May Day is known as Vappu in
Finnish. This is a public holiday that is the only carnival-
style street festivity in the country. People young and old,
particularly students, party outside,
picnic and wear caps or other decorative
clothing

On May 1, 1561, King Charles IX of
France received a lily of the valley as a
lucky charm.  At the beginning of the
20th century, it became custom to give a
sprig of lily of the valley, a symbol of
springtime, on May 1.

May Day has been celebrated in Ireland since pagan times
as the feast of Beltane and in latter times as Mary's day.
Traditionally, bonfires were lit to mark the coming of
summer and to banish the long nights of winter.



Meetings are held at 7:00 p.m. on the
Fourth Tuesday each month
from April through October

NEXT MEETING:
April 26TH

Building open by appointment
Call 207-948-5610

Unity Historical Society
P O Box 4
Unity ME 04988

The Unity Historical Society is dedicated
to the collection and preservation of
historical materials related to the Town of
Unity. Maine. The Society makes this
information available to individuals and/or
organizations interested in historical and
genealogical research.

http://unityhistoricalsociety.wordpress.com

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION
Annual dues: $10/person

(April 1 ~ March 31)
Life Membership: $250/person

P O Box 4
Unity, ME  04988

http://unityhistoricalsociety.wordpress.com
Find UHS on Facebook : UnityHistoricalSoiety
Or link from: www.UnityMaine.org

2016 Meetings
Meetings begin at 7:00pm

APRIL 26
MAY 24*
JUNE 28

JULY 30—UNITY FESTIVAL
AUGUST 23*

SEPTEMBER 27
OCTOBER 25

* Month has 5 Tuesdays

If you are an Annual Member,

April is the month to renew


