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Since 1982 the Unity Historical Society has preserved the historical materials and
artifacts of the area and served as an informational resource for the local
community and people around the world. Hundreds of people have toured the
house on Depot Street, utilized the library and received assistance with genealogy
searches. We would like to thank everyone who supports UHS and invite all of
Unity’s citizens to visit and participate in the community programming planned
for this year.

During the past year students from various classes at Unity College visited and
spoke with Historical Society members and used the library for assistance with
their research projects. People from around the country, and the world, doing
genealogic and other research contacted us by email after visiting our website or
finding us through the town website. An industrious group of members has

continued the work of inventorying our holdings and
reorganizing our files to make them more user
friendly. A full-scale recording of the genealogy files
from James Vickery and numerous area families
continues. Interesting speakers presented information
at our monthly meetings on a variety of topics,
enabling members and friends to learn more about



history in general and specific information about our area.
Members and guests were informed and entertained at the
monthly meetings by a variety of activities and speakers. We
had enjoyable evenings looking at clothing from the Historical
Society’s collection, special items that members brought in to
discuss, and answering questions from a fun quiz on Maine
history. We had several fabulous speakers, such as Sarah
Sugden, Waterville Public Library Curator and member of the Waterville
Historical Society and Redington Museum, who shared information about the
history of Waterville. In September, Josh Kercsman, Assistant Professor of
Environmental Humanities at Unity College, spoke about the questions that his
students would be investigating about residents and the changing environment in
the Unity area. In October, representatives from the Game Loft explained and
demonstrated one of their activities, with Historical Society members taking on
some of the roles.

The Unity Historical Society participated in community events such as the Unity
Festival in July, as well as the Volunteer Day of Service in October with
energetic students from Unity College doing fall clean up.

Work continues on upkeep projects for the building and donations would be
greatly appreciated in order to help preserve the Historical Society building and
keep it more sustainable.

Unity Historical Society continues to stimulate interest in the collection and
preservation of historic materials related to the town of Unity as well as Maine
and the rest of the world. We look forward to continuing these projects and
invite you to join us at 7:00 p.m. on the 4th Tuesday each month from April to
October at our monthly meeting.

If you are interested in becoming a member, dues are $10 per
person (April to October) or $250 for a life membership.
Books, bumper stickers, and other gifts are available through
the Society.  Donations for any of our projects are greatly
appreciated and tax deductible. For more information about
the collections or genealogy, please visit our website at
www.unityhistoricalsociety.org or on Facebook.

~ President Pat Clark’s Report to the Town of Unity



This year, Unity Historical Society celebrates its 35th year!

In March 1982, a small group of people interested in preserving the history of Unity, as
well as preserving its antiquities, gathered and formed the Unity Historical Society.

The House, formerly known as the Harmon House was built in 1813 by Lemuel
Bartlett. It was given to the Society by Dr. Stillman Berry late of Redlands, California, a
former resident of Unity. In 1985, after the death of Dr. Berry, furniture  which  was
originally in his family home in Unity, was returned to be exhibited.

The first floor contains a kitchen, dining room, bathroom and our meeting space.
On the second floor visitors will find a sewing room, a bedroom furnished with Mr.
Berry’s furniture, along with a living room/parlor  furnished with Victorian  furniture.

Historic documents, family histories, old snapshots, albums of newspaper
clippings, etc. are kept in our Library. We invite anyone who is interested to come and
peruse them. Items are not allowed off the premises.

Many artifacts have been loaned by various people. A closet now holds a growing
collection of period-clothes. We are grateful for the generosity of many interested friends,
members  and business  people  of  the town as well as those with ties to Unity.

 A new home was $78,220
 A new car cost $7,718
 A gallon of milk was $2.23
 A gallon of gas was $1.31
 A loaf of bread was $ .53
 Minimum wage was at $3.35

Also happening in the early 1980s:

Newcomers to Unity were Main Street Market
Food Co-op and Thorndike Press. Unity Plaza
was built on School Street across from Unity
Raceway. The former B&D Market became the
Yankee Grocer with the Unity Pharmacy standing alongside.

A promotional brochure from that time highlighted lots of town amenities and activities—

“Unity is the base of operation for 63 businesses including a full service bank, a book
publishing house, a stock care raceway, an x-ray equipment supplier, independent telephone
company, and restaurant. Three doctors, a pharmacy, ambulance service, fire department and
post office are also located in the town.”

From Ordinary, Yet Extraordinary, Freeman/Simeone 2001



Meetings are held at 7:00 p.m. on the
Fourth Tuesday each month
from April through October

NEXT MEETING:
April 25, 2017

Building open by appointment
Call 207-948-5610

P O Box 4
Unity, ME 04988

The Unity Historical Society is dedicated
to the collection and preservation of
historical materials related to the Town of
Unity. Maine. The Society makes this
information available to individuals and/or
organizations interested in historical and
genealogical research.

http://unityhistoricalsociety.wordpress.com

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION
Annual dues: $10/person

(April 1 ~ March 31)
Life Membership: $250/person

P O Box 4
Unity, ME  04988

http://unityhistoricalsociety.wordpress.com
Find UHS on Facebook : UnityHistoricalSociety
Or link from: www.UnityMaine.org

2017 Meetings
Meetings begin at 7:00pm

APRIL 25
MAY 23*
JUNE 278

JULY 29—UNITY FESTIVAL
AUGUST 22*

SEPTEMBER 26
OCTOBER 24*

* Month has 5 Tuesdays


