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Join UHS on Tuesday, September 27th at 7:00pm
Our guest will be

Joshua A. Kercsmar, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor of Environment Humanities at Unity College

SHOW & TELL ~ AUGUST MEETING

Pat gave the group a quick recap of our par ticipation at the Unity Festival and talked
about the upcoming Unity Barn Raisers Day of Service (October 1st).

A big thank you to Bob Fordyce for the new railing , roof and ramp skirt on the Main street
side of the house!  It’s lovely and what a great ‘show and tell’ item.

There were some interesting treasures shared at the August meeting.  Among them, several
historical items from Kevin Spigel about his hometown of Portville NY, including some
photos of the family home which appeared in  magazines; Anni Roming brought some ration
stamps which sparked a conversation about what ‘points’ were and what they purchased,
1923 Kodak catalogue, a biscuit tin and a brass ‘curly thing’ (you had to be there); Chuck
Cusano brought a newspaper ar ticle by Char les Reed from December 26, 1955 that
chronicled the musical talents of the Cole family (he believes the photo accompanying the
article  still exists); Jackie Bradeen shared some information on the Libby family that’s
she’s recently uncovered; Pat Clark brought a pictorial record from Harper’s Weekly called
“Adventures in America” and an ad for a magnesium lawnmower “The Bear”; and Lori
Roming shared a photograph of her great-grandmother on the porch of a house located on
Main Street.  See more...



SHOW & TELL ~
Cole family article:  The article provides a quick look as the old-time
band came marching through town with “...kerosene reading lamps
attached to their caps…”. James Cole went on to recall that it was a pear
shaped ‘contraption’ with gyro action so that the lamp didn’t tip when
the musician's head moved.
The article also mentions a train trip to Bath for a parade. The railway
track was rather crooked—in fact he remembered that at the engine
wasn't out of the riders’ sight hardly at all. It finishes with a report of a two week stretch of
snow in 1901 that necessitated shoveling a 16 foot tunnel to get in and out the door.  The
photo shows Mr. Cole (86 years old at the time), Stanley (35 y.o.), Austin (59 y.o.), and
Stanley Jr (13 y.o.) with their instruments.

Jackie’s information specifically records the birth, death and marriages of Alonzo Emery
Libby, Elisha Libbey, Joseph Patterson Libby and Nathan/Nathaniel P. Libby along with their
military service.
Alonzo married in December 1862, but died of ‘consumption’ in 1867. He served in
Company A of Maine’s 4th Infantry Regiment and was discharged for disability in November
1862.
Elisa was from Unity Plantation and a Private in Company C of the 24th Maine Infantry.  He
passed away in 1863 while serving.
Nathan/Nathaniel enlisted in Company C of the 19th Maine and served as a surgeons’ orderly.
He mustered out in 1865, married twice and passed away in 1921.
Joseph’s information included much more information.  He enlisted as a Private in Company
A, 4th Infantry in 1861, promoted to Full Corporal and then Full Sergeant before being
mustered out in July 1864. Although he was listed has having chronic dysentery and partial
blindness, he married Sarah Rich Webb in 1865 and lived until 1918.  Joseph, an ancestor of
UHS-founding member, the late Joe Stevens, took par t in many of the better -known
battles of the Civil War: Bull Run, Yorktown, Williamsburg, Fair Oakes, Seven Days Retreat
before being hospitalized due to malarial poisoning and fever. He rejoined his unit to take part
in the Battle of Chancellorsville, Gettysburg, and Manassas Gap.  He was discharged in July
1864 and, although hospitalized for 6 months, was never wounded or taken prisoner.

These two images from the Portville Historical
Society’s website show that ‘different’ places are
very much like home.



A few recipes from our Bicentennial Cookbook to preserve the Summer bounty.



Meetings are held at 7:00 p.m. on the
Fourth Tuesday each month
from April through October

NEXT MEETING:
September 27th

Joshua A. Kercsmar, Ph.D.
Building open by appointment

Call 207-948-5610

P O Box 4
Unity, ME 04988

The Unity Historical Society is dedicated
to the collection and preservation of
historical materials related to the Town of
Unity. Maine. The Society makes this
information available to individuals and/or
organizations interested in historical and
genealogical research.

http://unityhistoricalsociety.wordpress.com

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION
Annual dues: $10/person

(April 1 ~ March 31)
Life Membership: $250/person

P O Box 4
Unity, ME  04988

http://unityhistoricalsociety.wordpress.com
Find UHS on Facebook : UnityHistoricalSoiety
Or link from: www.UnityMaine.org

2016 Meetings
Meetings begin at 7:00pm

APRIL 26
MAY 24*
JUNE 28

JULY 30—UNITY FESTIVAL
AUGUST 23*

SEPTEMBER 27
OCTOBER 25

* Month has 5 Tuesdays


