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Revolution in Maine
In advance of our next meeting, here is some information from the State of
Maine website about the state’s earliest days.

In 1765 a mob seized a quantity of tax stamps at Falmouth (now
Portland), and attacks on customs agents in the province became
common.
A year after the famous Boston Tea Party of 1773, Maine staged its
own version of that incident when a group of men burned a
shipment of tea stored at York.
When open warfare finally erupted at Lexington and Concord,
hundreds of Maine men actively joined the struggle for
independence. The province saw plenty of action during the
Revolution.
In 1775, British warships under the command of the notorious
Capt. Henry Mowatt shelled and burned Falmouth, an act intended
to punish residents for their opposition to the Crown, but which
only served to stiffen Maine's ardor for independence.
The first naval battle of the Revolution occurred in June 1775 when
a group of Maine patriots captured the armed British cutter
"Margaretta" off Machias.
Later that year many Maine men accompanied Col. Benedict
Arnold on his long march through the north woods in a valiant but
fruitless effort to capture Quebec.
An ill-planned expedition by the American naval fleet to regain the
British-held fortification at Castine in 1779 led to the most
disastrous naval encounter of the war.
The Revolution cost Maine dearly. About 1,000 men lost their lives
in the war, the district's sea trade was all but destroyed, the
principal city had been leveled by British bombardment, and
Maine's overall share of the war debt amounted to more than would
later be imposed upon it by the Civil War.

www.maine.gov/sos/kids/about/history.htm
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September Minutes

Call to Order: The May meeting was called to order at 7:05 by Pat Clark.

Minutes: the minutes were corrected to reflect that Dot Quimby
brought refreshments. Anni Roming made a motion to accept the
minutes as corrected; seconded by Madeline Stevenson and
unanimously approved.

Treasurer’s Report: Anni Roming provided the Treasurer’s Report.
In order for UHS to be considered for funding by the Town’s Budget
Committee, a petition with at least 78 signatures (Unity residents)
must be submitted to the town Office by December 2013.  Pat Clark,
Anni and Lori Roming have petitions—feel free to contact them to sign.

Vice President’s Report: Jackie Bradeen reported that she had met with visitors from
Pennsylvania, Idaho and California.

President’s Report: Pat reported that a UC interpretation class would be visiting UHS later
in the week.  As part of this course, students visit museums and historical societies.  UHS is
the first stop on their tour.   She also fielded a couple of requests for research.

Old Business:

 Bob Fordyce displayed a sample of a commemorative bumper sticker that will be sold
for fundraising.  He will have the real things in October.

 The commemorative booklet discussed and agreed to by the group will be completed and
sold in 2014  in celebration of Unity’s 210 birthday.

New Business:

New Items:  An old bottle, that once contained Smith’s Pure Extract of Checkerberry was
donated from the Good Steward Thrift Shop.

Many thanks to Kevin Spigel for this month’s treats — home-brewed beer for tasting and
his yummy green pepper jelly.

The Wintergreen (Gaultheria Procumbens) plant was the original source for
the favored wintergreen oil. It is also known as Checkerberry and Tea
Berry. It was once extracted from the plant to use in candies and as a
spice. With the risk of over-harvest of this slow growing plant a second
source was found. This new source of wintergreen extract was the Black
Birch. It is now produced synthetically.
The wintergreen plant was used by many civilizations in much the same

way as we do aspirin today. Most often the chemical would be derived in a tea, which would
soothe sore muscles, calm a headache, and relieve general pain. For a more potent supply the
tea would be left steeping for several days until it started to ferment. This fermented liquid
was the preferred method for use as a medicine. From EmergencyOutdoors.com



SEPTEMBER MEETING NOTES
What can be said about John Ford and Mark Nickerson that hasn’t already been written, thought
or spoken?  How about...
...there was a family connection long before the two ever met
...the tale of an old-time trooper using a pet bear as ballast in the sidecar of a motorcycle in
winter (she, Minnie the bear, apparently loved to ride)
...a future warden who was a “wildlife rehabilitator” and slept with a fisher curled up on his
pillow
...an interesting use for rub-on congestion reliever in handling dangerous
situations
...an unconventional wildlife carcass removal technique
...tales of alcoholic beverages mysteriously appearing in the wild
...a warden who was hoping to see the world and wasn’t posted further
than 120 miles from his home town
...hunters using powerful lights to find a place to buy pickles

...one book is fiction, the other is non-fiction [you’ll have to ask them]

We were so pleased to have Mark and John join us in September.  The
assembled group had a great time watching the verbal tennis match be-
tween these two friends who spent so much time serving the public and
keeping our area safe.  What started out as a ‘sparing’ match in a local
paper has born fruit — Mark’s first book “Blue Lights in the Night” and

John’s sequel, The Cider Still Tastes Funny”.

Books are available locally and through their publishers, North Country
Press for Mark and Island Port Press for John.  Our thanks to both men for
spending time with us.  We hope they’ll come back when their next books
are published!

Join UHS for the last program of 2013,
presented by students from The game
Loft. This time, they will be giving us
their view of the Revolutionary War and
it’s affect on rural Maine.

Did you know!

Troup D of the Maine State Police provides coverage for Unity, along with the Waldo County Sher-
iff’s Office. The MSP motto is Semper Aequus — what does that means?

The Maine Warden Service was established in 1880. Up till then, there were Moose Wardens and
Fish Wardens.  In 1928—85 years ago—Wardens were paid $25 a month. In 1973—40 years ago—
the Blaze Orange law went into effect.



Books & Gifts

Vickery History Taber History Murch History
Ordinary, Yet Extraordinary

Tote Bags Bookmarks Pins/Keychains
Balsam sachets          Calendars 2009 ~ 2013

Meetings are held at 7:00 p.m. on the
Fourth Tuesday each month
from April through October

NEXT MEETING:
OCTOBER 22, 2013

UHS building open by appointment
~ please call 207-948-5610

Unity Historical Society
P O Box 4
Unity ME 04988

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION
Annual dues: $10/person

(April 1 ~ March 31)
Life Membership: $250/person

P O Box 4
Unity, ME  04988

http://unityhistoricalsociety.wordpress.com
Or link from: www.UnityMaine.org

The Unity Historical Society is  dedicated
to the collection and preservation of
historical materials related to the Town of
Unity. Maine. The Society makes this
information available to individuals and/or
organizations interested in historical and
genealogical research.

http://unityhistoricalsociety.wordpress.com


