
U N I T Y
HISTORICAL  SOCIETY

JULY 2013

2013 Meetings
Meetings begin at 7:00pm

APRIL 23
UC WOODSMEN

MAY 28
FRIENDS OF

LAKE WINNECOOK

JUNE 25
SEBASTICOOK

REGIONAL LAND TRUST

SATURDAY JULY 27
OPEN HOUSE

AUGUST 27
STEPHEN WRIGHT

HISTORIC ARMAMENTS

SEPTEMBER 24
JOHN FORD &

MARK NICKERSON

OCTOBER 22
THE GAME LOFT

UHS Building 1813-2013

Join UHS on SATURDAY, JULY 27th from 10:00 to 2:00 to
celebrate the 200th anniversary of our building.  Local historical
and other groups will be there. Enjoy homemade ice cream,
cake and other treats.  Rain or Shine.

A warm welcome to new member
MICHELE LEAVITT

Unity, Maine

We gratefully acknowledge and thank Barbara Price (of
Massachusetts and Casco, ME) for this lovely gift!  It is the
original mailbox from Camp Winnecook. She found it many
years ago at an estate sale and recently contacted UHS to see if
we’d be interested.  She and her husband brought this treasure
to Unity early in July and it has been given a place of honor in
the building. They stayed for a tour as well.
We hope you’ll check it out the next time you visit. If anyone
knows former campers, we’d love to hear from them about
their memories.



June 2013
Call to Order: The May meeting was called to order at 7:05 by Pat Clark.

April Minutes: Bob Fordyce made a motion to accept the minutes as submitted.
It was seconded by Anni Roming and approved unanimously.

Treasurer’s Report: Anni Roming provided the Treasurer’s Report.

Vice President’s Report: Jackie Bradeen reported that she and Bev Winship are
currently working on Unity families with last names beginning with “H”.

President’s Report: Pat told the group about visitors to UHS, including Del Chausse our member from Califor-
nia, a man from Ohio related to several families in town.

Old Business:

 UHS attended the Promote Yourself! Event at the Community Center on June 8th. It was well attended and
Anni had conversations with several folks about the organization.

 UHS is part of  the 6th Annual CommUnity Block Party in Clifford Common on August 23rd.

 It was decided to have an Open House celebrating the building’s 200th anniversary in lieu of the July
meeting. Local historical societies will be asked to join us. John McIntire has agreed to make ice cream
and, weather dependent, Bob Fordyce will bring blueberries. Joining UHS will be historical societies from
Troy, Knox and Hamden, along with The Game Loft and Sebasticook Regional Land Trust and Penobscot
Marine Museum.

New Business—There was no new business in June.

Many thanks to Arlene Schaefer for the very delicious refreshments that followed the meeting!

Guests this month were Jennifer Irving and Rick Lawrence
from the Sebasticook Regional Land Trust (SRLT). The last time
they spoke, the organization was still known as Friends of Unity
Wetlands.  A lot has happened in the intervening time, including
the name change, a merger and an expanded service area of over
3,000 acres from Dexter/Dover-Foxcroft to China/Vassalboro.
SRLT is justifiably proud of  its work with willing landowners to

protect and retain land with those  characteristics we’ve all come to think of as “Maine”, including
access for sportsmen, hiking, snowshoeing and other outdoor activities.
Johnny’s Selected Seeds uses some of Rick’s land for testing crops. Rick appreciates the chance to
be part of SRLT to preserve land for historical uses rather than developing it.
The showed a video recently completed by students from Unity College which outlines SRLT’s
vision of providing a foundation for future generations by taking the long view and making sure
the ‘gems’ in the area are preserved. Other SRLT endeavors include brining alewives back to
China Lake and incorporating Moulton’s Mill land in the footprint. Any information the Mill
would be appreciated.
Jennifer also helped to dispel some misconceptions about land trust in general.  For instance, the
land is still part of a town’s tax rolls, most is open to the public and land trust work with only
willing landowners. Many thanks to Jennifer and Rick for joining us!



200 YEARS OF THE BARTLETT HOUSE IN UNITY
In the late l780's, Lemuel Bartlett and his younger brother, Benjamin, came to Unity with an axe and

an ox chain. [Murch History] They were soon leading citizens, holding town offices. Benjamin Bartlett was
Unity's treasurer when he died in 1814, and Lemuel took his place in office. Lemuel was married to Hannah
Chase, the daughter of Stephen Chase, who is considered Unity's first permanent settler. The first Unity Town
Meeting in 1802 was held in an early house of Lemuel, who later built a more substantial house in 1813-this
was the large brick house built in the "Y'' between Main and Depot Streets. During much of its existence, the
house had additions and more than one barn and out-buildings and was located in the area where Clifford
Commons is in 2013. The house was built of bricks made on-site and the carpenter was John Berry of
Rockland. [Taber History]

The house was passed down through Lemuel's daughter, Harriet/Hannah Bartlett, who married
Benjamin Fogg, another prominent Unity citizen. Benjamin took over the management of Lemuel's
homestead farm. From there the homestead went to Benjamin Fogg's son, Benjamin Allen Fogg, who sold
the home in the 1890's.
Next, the house belonged to Andrew Pendleton; then to Florence Ellen (Bartlett) Grant, whose first husband
was Samuel Stillman Berry Il; then to George B. Pillsbury; and then to Mrs. J.W. Hannon, who owned it in
1916. [Taber] Mrs. Harmon was the wife of Josiah Wesley Harmon, and her maiden name was Susan Brown.
By 1930, the house was owned by her son-in-law, Carl D. Connor, who had married Susan's daughter, Susie
Gertrude Harmon. At that time Susan was still in the home with them. Carl had an auto dealership in the barn
orout-buildings.

The garage on the corner was built about the time the property was owned by Charles Graffam's son,
Hugh. (Probably aname used by either Sidney or George Graffam). This would be in the late 1930'sor early
1940's. After Graffam, the property was probably owned by Dennis Clifford, who also ran the garage for a
short time.

About 1945, Alton "Mac" McCormick bought the house and garage and ran a Shell Station. When the
McCormick's owned the house, his daughter Isabelle, and later, his daughter-in-law, Marie, (about 1957/1958)
had a small beauty parlor in a downstairs room of the house. Marie was married to Mac's son, Dale
McCormick, who worked at the garage alone with his brother Albert, who was married to Barbara Hamlin.
Mac's wife sold the two buildings after Mac died in an attempted rescue on Sandy Stream during the 1954
hurricane. Dale continued to work at the garage for the new owners.

In 1958/59, Mac's wife, Sylvina, sold the house and garage to Russell Cunningham and Clifford
Jones of Unity, the founders of Jones and Cunningham Oil Company, better known as J&C Oil Company.
Their offices were in the house, and they operated the garage. In the l970's George Murdock ran his egg
business from offices on the secondfloor of the house.

In 1982, J&C Oil Company sold the house to Samuel Stillman Berry III,who was born in Unity and
named for his uncle, Samuel Stillman Berry II. Mr. Berry was a retired scientist in California, and he
bought the house in order to make a gift to the town of his birth. Still in 1982, the building was almost
immediately donated to the fledgling Unity Historical Society. The garage was sold to Webber Oil
Company in 1984 and later torn down. Bert Clifford had the corner where the garage was located made
into the present grassy areawith the Hart bronze statues.

The Unity Historical Society has owned the house from 1982 to the present It is operated as a
museum, library, and meeting house for the society; and houses many artifacts and documents related to
Unity and its history.

I wish to give thanks to several "senior'' citizens of Unity, who have remarkable memories.
For complete accuracy of dates, the deeds would have to be researched, but it was more fun talking to people.
~ Jacqueline Pattee Bradeen (2013)



Books & Gifts

Vickery History Taber History Murch History
Ordinary, Yet Extraordinary

Tote Bags Bookmarks Pins/Keychains
Balsam sachets          Calendars 2009 ~ 2013

Meetings are held at 7:00 p.m. on the
Fourth Tuesday each month
from April through October

NEXT MEETING:
AUGUST 27, 2013
UHS building open by appointment

~ please call 207-948-5610

Unity Historical Society
P O Box 4
Unity ME 04988

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION
Annual dues: $10/person

(April 1 ~ March 31)
Life Membership: $250/person

P O Box 4
Unity, ME  04988

http://unityhistoricalsociety.wordpress.com
Or link from: www.UnityMaine.org

The Unity Historical Society is  dedicated
to the collection and preservation of
historical materials related to the Town of
Unity. Maine. The Society makes this
information available to individuals and/or
organizations interested in historical and
genealogical research.

http://unityhistoricalsociety.wordpress.com

SATURDAY, JULY 27th from 10:00 to 2:00
Celebrate the 200th anniversary of our building.  Rain or Shine.


