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As we celebrate the 200th anniversary of our building, we invite you to
two special events.

On Monday, July 1st an Opening Reception will be held for a month-
long display of photographs from Penobscot Marine Museum’s historical
collection. The reception will take place from 4:00 to 6:00 at CrossTrax on
Depot Street. The collection will feature photographs from the surrounding
area, as well as Unity.

Please join us for an Open House on Saturday, July 27that the UHS
Building – 8 Depot Street from 10:00 to 2:00. We’ve set aside this day to
enjoy the company of local historical societies and the larger community. In
addition to building tours, visitors will enjoy homemade ice cream, cake, and
other treats. Representatives from area historical societies and other
organizations will be on hand to display information.

The Open House will be held rain or shine. Light refreshments will be
available. This open house is in lieu of our scheduled meeting.

Please RSVP by June 26th for the Opening Reception to either Pat
Clark (948-5610) or Lori Roming (948-6463) or lroming@unityfdn.org.

We certainly hope you will join us!

UHS Building 1813-2013

We note with sadness the passing of Life Member Rod McElroy.

Member Del Chausse is looking for pictures of Elizabeth Susan
T. Chase Gilman. She married James Nelson Gilman.  Together
they had one girl, Margaret, who died and four boys who lived.
She is sometimes referred to as “Susan Elizabeth”.



May2013
Call to Order: The May meeting was called to order at 7:05 by Pat Clark.

April Minutes: Anni Roming made a motion to accept the minutes as submitted.
It was seconded by Arlene Schafer and approved unanimously.

Treasurer’s Report: Anni Roming provided the Treasurer’s Report.

Vice President’s Report: Jackie Bradeen had no report.

President’s Report: Pat told the group about the visit from a Rotary exchange group from Norway that had
taken place the previous week. An archivist in the group had visited the Maine State Museum as part of her trip
and discovered a circa 1065 Viking coin—found in Blue Hill in 1975. She presented UHS with books about her
town.

New Business:

 UHS will be participating with the businesses in Clifford Common on August 23rd in the 6th Annual
CommUnity Block Party.

 Big thank you to Kevin Spigel for fixing the kitchen door and light.

 UHS will have a table at the Promote Yourself! Event at the Community Center on June 8th. Anni agreed to
represent the Society.

 It was decided to have an Open House celebrating the building’s 200th anniversary in lieu of the July
meeting. Local historical societies will be asked to join us. John McIntire has agreed to make ice cream
and, weather dependent, Bob Fordyce will bring blueberries.

 Bob announced that he will be replacing the ramp (which was removed during the Day of Service). It will be
up to code and very much appreciated!

 Members signed up to provide refreshments for the remainder of the year.

 Jim Reed gifted UHS with photographs from his father’s collection. He will help identify the subjects and
we will work on displaying them properly.  He also told the group that he and his wife, Susan, have
provided for a portion of their estate to come to the Society through a bequest.  Thank you Jim!

Guests this month were Anni Roming and Kevin Spigel from Friends
of Lake Winnecook. They brought the group up to date on what their
organization is doing, such as research performed biennially by Unity
College students. Other items of interest: there are more than 20 differ-
ent species of fish in the lake; five bass-fishing tournaments are held
each year and there is an incentive program for landowners/FOLW
members who replace their septic systems. FOLW provides courtesy
boat inspections at Kanokolous Beach. This summer’s Courtesy Boat
Inspector (CBI) is a student at the College and will also be working to update the organization’s
website.  The CBI is at the marina on Friday through Sunday, as well as holidays and during bass
tournaments during the summer. Group members reminisced about activities that once took place
on the lake, such as a steamer boat that took folks from Windemere to the dancehall in Burnham,
waterskiing shows, beauty contests and New England Speedboat races in the mid– to late-1940s.
It was great to share the memories.  Our thanks to Kevin and Anni!



The following letter was recently found in the Chase Family Records.  We have no idea of the origin, but
found the contents amusing and hope you do too — check the date:

Baltimore, Maryland

April 1, 1946

Mr. Frank G. Hughes,
Leamington Hotel,
Minneapolis 2, Minnesota
Dear Mr. Hughes:

We wish to thank you very kindly for your inquiry of March 27th. We have been going through our
files, trying to find just the sort of wife you are looking for. We have several applicants for husbands in the
25 year old class, but none of them seems interested in a man past 60. However, there are two other factors
to be considered as far as you are concerned, and these are your health and finances.

Men past 60 in poor health but with plenty of  money, are in great demand with women of all ages.

Answering your inquiry about our fees: the rates are as follows:

Women under 25 years $300.000
25 to 30 years $200.00
30 to 35 years $100.00
35 to 40 years $25.00
40 to 45 years $12.50
45 to 50 years $3.50
Over 50 y ears $1.25

For Irish girls we have to charge 10% above these figures, while there is a 10% discount on Scandi-
navians.

We can not guarantee accuracy of age statements for experience teaches us that women generally
under estimate the length of time they have been on earth by from 5 to 10 years.

Fee is payable in full when engagement is consummated. Our price schedule does not violate OPA
ceilings.

You are wise to use our services. We get quick results and save you the expense of popcorn, pea-
nuts, chewing gum, ice cream, candy, soda pop and movie tickets. And best of all, you can avoid meeting
your wife’s relatives.

If you care to advise us as to your health and net worth, we believe that we can secure a pretty good
deal for you in either a new or second-hand woman. Do you object to a widow with three or four children?

Yours very  truly,
James Matrimonial Agency.

By T. F. James, President.

P.S We frequently have correspondence with married men who are anxious for a change. We discourage
this idea, as obsolete models have no trade-in value.

MAY’SWORD OF THEMONTH: Georgic—of or relating to agriculture

Where and when was the first Town Meeting held? The first plantation  meeting was held at
the home of John Chase, on June 30, 1803, and the second at the residence of Lemuel Bartlett. The first town
meeting was held at the home of Benjamin Rackliff, an innholder.



Books & Gifts

Vickery History Taber History Murch History
Ordinary, Yet Extraordinary

Tote Bags Bookmarks Pins/Keychains
Balsam sachets          Calendars 2009 ~ 2013

Meetings are held at 7:00 p.m. on the
Fourth Tuesday each month
from April through October

NEXT MEETING:
JUNE 25, 2013

UHS building open by appointment
~ please call 207-948-5610

Unity Historical Society
P O Box 4
Unity ME 04988

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION
Annual dues: $10/person

(April 1 ~ March 31)
Life Membership: $250/person

P O Box 4
Unity, ME  04988

http://unityhistoricalsociety.wordpress.com
Or link from: www.UnityMaine.org

The Unity Historical Society is  dedicated
to the collection and preservation of
historical materials related to the Town of
Unity. Maine. The Society makes this
information available to individuals and/or
organizations interested in historical and
genealogical research.

http://unityhistoricalsociety.wordpress.com


