
U N I T Y
HISTORICAL  SOCIETY

MAY 2013

2013 Meetings
Meetings begin at 7:00pm

APRIL 23
UC WOODSMEN

MAY 28
Friends of

Lake Winnecook

JUNE 25
SEBASTICOOK REGIONAL

LAND TRUST

SATURDAY JULY 27
OPEN HOUSE

AUGUST 27
SEPTEMBER 24
OCTOBER 22

UHS Building 1813-2013

The UHS website is getting a new look and feel. New things are
being added and the current information, photos and newsletters
will be available.

Check it out at http://unityhistoricalsociety.wordpress.com

THE VILLAGE
About 1810,

people began to
settle in what
was then called
"Antioch," now
the village. Mr.
Stephen Chase,
as I have said
before, built the
first framed
house, also the
first framed barn. The second was built on the farm of the Hon.
Crosby Fowler.

The brick house on the Chase place, now owned by F. A.
Whitten, was built by Stephen Chase's son, Judge Hezekiah
Chase, in 1826. The brick was made by Levi Bacon.

A little later the brick house in front of the church was built by
Lemuel Bartlett. It was long owned by the late Benj. Fogg and is
now in the possession of Mrs. J. W. Harmon. The carpenter was a
Mr. Berry from Rockland.

Rufus Burnham, M. D., in 1827 built the main house where
James R. Taber now lives.

Elijah Winslow built the house now owned by J. A. Adams in
1842. Henry Kelley did the masonry.

I have no data concerning the building of the other older
houses.

From HISTORY OF UNITY, MAINE by James R. Taber (1916)



April 2013
Call to Order: The first meeting of 2013 was called to order at 7:00 by Pat Clark. Members and
guests were welcomed.

October Minutes: The minutes were accepted with the addition of Bev Winship in the Vice Pres-
ident’s report. Anni Roming’s motion, seconded by Jackie Bradeen was approved unanimously.

Treasurer’s Report: Anni Roming provided the Treasurer’s Report and a brief recap of the ex-
penses incurred over the winter. The cost for heating oil was greatly reduced due to the insulating
that took place in 2012.

Vice President’s Report: Jackie Bradeen reported that she worked on the history of the UHS
building for inclusion in the Town Report. Additionally, the Morning Sentinel asked her for infor-
mation about the building (across the street) that burned earlier this year. She and Bev worked on
compiling information on the Stevens/Thompson/Mitchell and Myrick families. This is not a re-
write of the Vickery history  rather she is compiling information from myriad sources on Unity
families, over 100 to date. Citing   concerns about privacy, Jackie provided a policy prohibiting
providing genealogical and family historic  information without approval by her or Bev Winship.
Discussion regarding the appropriateness and policing of such a policy ensued and it was decided
to table a decision until additional information could be gathered.

New Business:

 Pat reported that the Gardiner Historical Society purchased three copies of the Pinkham history.

 Tom Mullen’s interpretive Class visited UHS in February and March.

 The price of  2013 calendars is now $5.

 The daffodils planted by UC students during last year’s Day of Service are blooming.

 Arlene Schaefer inquired about UHS salvaging artifacts from the old
High School, which is being demolished to make room for the new
Town Office.  She also reported that the high school will no longer be
holding reunions.

Madeline Stevenson brought cookies and punch for our refreshments!
They were yummy to be sure and a big hit! Thank you, Madeline!

WORD OF THEMONTH

GEORGIC

PREVIOUS:  RAMIFY
to split up into branches or

constituent parts

Where and when was
the first Town Meeting
held?

PREVIOUS: In what year was the Unity
cheese factory built?
A: 1874



April Program

Our guests in April were Jennifer Michaud and Travis Courser from Unity College’s
Woodsmen Team.  They had just returned from Finger Lakes Community College in
Canandaigua, NY, after competing with colleges from all over New England, New York and
Pennsylvania at the 67th Northeast Collegiate Woodsmen Conclave. Unity College was well
represented by two men’s teams and one women’s team.
Jennifer and Travis won the female and male Regional Collegiate Competitors STIHL
Timbersports Challenge in the same year – a feat never before accomplished.

The Unity women finished fourth overall out of ten teams. The men’s teams were also strong.
The A-team finished fifth overall out of sixteen teams, with the B-team taking the ninth position.
Ken St. Pierre tied for third place in the axe throw. Travis won the overall and now goes on to
the National Championship at Pigeon Forge, TN on June 7-9.  If he wins that competition he
will be able to compete in the STIHL Pro Timbersports events for the next year and go to the
international competition in Germany.

They shared with the group their love of the sport, a look at equipment such as single and
double bucksaws, axes and a peavey (which are still made in Maine) and what it’s like to be in
competition.

Originally, the activities that make up the competitions such as standing block and spring board
were used by lumberjacks at the camps to pass time and stay in shape. It evolved to friendly
competitions among camps.  In 1983 Dartmouth College fielded the first woodsmen’s team in
the country.  In the intervening years, the sport has spread worldwide
and includes categories for both college men and women competitors.
1985 saw the introduction of professional competition, in 2005
Europe was included and more recently, teams from Australia and
New Zealand are competing.

Team Coach Pat Clark even brought a t-shirt from the 6th Annual
Woodsmen meet (circa 1983) meet  provided by Dot Quimby.

Thanks to Jennifer and Travis and congratulations!

From the UHS WALKING TOUR ~ do you know where this is?

HEZEKIAH CHASE HOUSE ~ 1826
This house is on the National Historic Register. Hezekiah was the son of
Stephen Chase, one of the original founders of Unity. Hezekiah added his
father’s small home to the back of his house and connected them with an ell.
He was one of the original signers of the petition to incorporate the town in
1804. Stephen Chase had come from Durham, Maine with his wife, Hannah
Blethen. They had 10 children and she lived to be 106. Their original home-
site was in what is now the Pond Cemetery, near the big tree on the right.



Books & Gifts

Vickery History Taber History Murch History
Ordinary, Yet Extraordinary

Tote Bags Bookmarks Pins/Keychains
Balsam sachets          Calendars 2009 ~ 2013

Meetings are held at 7:00 p.m. on the
Fourth Tuesday each month
from April through October

NEXT MEETING:
MAY 28, 2013

UHS building open by appointment
~ please call 207-948-5610

Unity Historical Society
P O Box 4
Unity ME 04988

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION
Annual dues: $10/person

(April 1 ~ March 31)
Life Membership: $250/person

P O Box 4
Unity, ME  04988

www.unityhistoricalsociety.org

Or link from: www.UnityMaine.org

The Unity Historical Society is  dedicated
to the collection and preservation of
historical materials related to the Town of
Unity. Maine. The Society makes this
information available to individuals and/or
organizations interested in historical and
genealogical research.

www.unityhistoricalsociety.org


