
A WARM WELCOME TO RETURNING MEMBER AND NEW

MEMBER JIM AND JO KENNEY FROM UNITY

WE WERE SORRY TO HEAR OF THE PASSING OF

LIFE MEMBER CORAL CLIFFORD IN MARCH

U N I T Y
HISTORICAL  SOCIETY

APRIL 2013

2013 Meetings
Meetings begin at 7:00pm

APRIL 23
UC WOODSMEN

MAY 28

JUNE 25

SATURDAY JULY 27
OPEN HOUSE

AUGUST 27

SEPTEMBER 24

OCTOBER 22

The Town Farm

At the 1867 town meeting the town voted (31 for / 4 against) to
buy a farm to provide assistance to the poor. “A committee was
authorized to purchase a farm by April 9 of that year, along with
furnishing it with stock and tools. A farm in south Unity was
purchased for $2200.”

~ from A History of Unity, Maine by James B. Vickery, III

UHS Building 1813-2013

During the winter, we received a wonderful
gift from Ellen Tompkins (Ralph Waning’s
daughter) ~ the hitching ring and spike from
the old ‘poor farm’ in Unity.

Ellen writes, “The ring was attached to a tree
with the spike and the tree had almost grown

around the circumference of the ring. Ralph could remember
being able to flop the ring loosely up and down in the tree as a
kid. Over the years, he could see the progression of growth of the
tree encompassing the ring until he could barely grip the ring. At
that point, he cut that section of the tree so it would not become
totally encompassed by the tree. He brought it home (to
Vassalboro). Eventually the ring became separated from the tree.”



October 2012 Meeting Minutes
Call to Order: The final meeting of the year was called to order at 7:03 by Pat Clark.

September Minutes: The minutes were accepted as presented in the September newsletter, Bob
Fordyce made a motion and Jackie Bradeen seconded. All were in favor.

Treasurer’s Report: Anni Roming provided the Treasurer’s Report. There were no questions.
Vice President’s Report: Jackie Bradeen reported that several people had visited UHS looking for
genealogical information as well as providing information for our records. Several visitors also bought
books and bags.

She provided information about the expenses she has incurred while doing the indexing project, as well
as donations she’s accepted to off-set those costs. To date, about 100 families have been catalogued.
Over the winter, she will be working on Stevens/Mitchell/Hunt.

Old Business:

 UBR Day of Service: Four students helped at UHS, moving the old bricks, cleaning out the gardens
and planting bulbs. Jody Irish and Anni Roming removed the ramp in preparation for rebuilding in
the Spring.

 UC Visitors: Twenty-five students from the College’s Interpretive Methods class reviewed
information available at UHS.

 2013 Officers: The slate of officers was presented and did not change; however Kevin Spigel agreed
to serve as the Calendar Committee Chair. A motion by Dot Quimby, seconded by Bob Fordyce to
re-appoint the officers for 2013 was carried unanimously.

 Kitchen Stairs: A big thank you to Bob Fordyce for repainting the kitchen stairs! They look great!

New Business:

 It was determined by consensus that UHS will once again old an open house in lieu of the July
meeting. Local historical societies will be invited and there will be demonstrations of crafts and
skills. John McIntire agreed to make ice cream again.  This celebration will mark the 200th
anniversary of the UHS building.

 Anni offered to make wreaths for the doors.

 Bob shared that the Concord grape pies we look forward to each year are only
made in the Finger Lakes region of New York. Each baker guards her recipe
and won’t share. The pies are labor intensive and Bob has taken on the
arduous task of taste testing to make sure we feast on only the very best!  Thank you, Bob!

WORD OF THEMONTH

RAMIFY

PREVIOUS:  WEALD
a heavily forested area; forest

In what year was the
Unity cheese factory
built?

PREVIOUS: When was Rural Free Delivery
(RFD) established in Unity?
A: October 1, 1902; the first carrier was Gurney

A. Stevens



October Program
Our guest in October was Clem Blakney, proprietor of Younity Winery (on the
Albion Road).  He entertained us with stories of wine in Maine and his move to
Unity in 2007 with a dream of turning his hobby into his livelihood.  He told us
about working with Bartlett Winery and Cellardoor Winery. As he grew into
the business, there were only about seven wineries in Maine (vs. 700 in
Washington State at the same time).

A few years ago, Clem banded together with other wineries and created a wine
guild in Maine.  The Guild has created a wine trail which allows residents and
guests to enjoy Maine’s assets. The Guild currently has 29 members and there

are 32 wineries on the trail that covers the entire state. Only two wineries are located in Waldo County

Folks in the early days of the country typically made their own wines and spirits, such as mead and
applejack, dandelion or elderberry wine. Clem augments his Maine-grown grapes with other fruits such
as blueberries, rhubarb, cranberries, elderberries and pumpkins. Vines used in the U.S. have been grown
to adapt to the weather and take three to four years to mature and six to seven years to produce
consistently good grapes. The U.S. boasts about 60 to 70 different varieties of  grapes and the first
commercial winery was established in Missouri.  U.S. winemakers use a process which blends wine to
create a final product, while European wine makers have typically taken centuries to refine a single
grape.

Younity Winery has a tasting room and built a pergola this year. In 2013, they hope to add tables and
chairs and invite visitors to view the sunset with a glass of wine overlooking the vines and the
mountains.  And, if you’re wondering whether they used to be the Unity Winery, wonder no more.  They
did, but an established winery is California trademarked the name and so it had to be changed.  Their
tagline“You are the Maine Ingredient” helps to distinguish our local winery as a place to experience
Unity’s flavor.

The audience was treated to a tasting of several Younity Winery varieties: Somethin’
Blue (blueberry), Tickled Pink, (cranberry), The Palmer Sisters’ (elderberry) and
Rhuby Slippers (rhubarb). Others available are: Over A Barrel (Maine Niagara
grape), Pie-Eyed (spiced-pumpkin) and Star Crossed Lovers (dry white grape).
Locally, Edwards Shop ‘n Save has a selection.  Thank you Clem!

From the 2013 UHS Report to the Town:

In 2011 the Unity Historical Society participated in the energy audit program and learned that doing
insulation work in the basement and attic was recommended. Work was done to insulate the basement in
response to these findings, but more work is required to complete the insulation of the roof. Funding is
critical to help defray the costs of the work already completed and to finish the ongoing project.
Donations in support of  UHS projects help keep the Society more sustainable.

Unity Historical Society continues to stimulate interest in the collection and preservation of historic
materials related to the town of Unity as well as Maine and the rest of the world. We look forward to
continuing these projects and invite you to join us at 7:00 p.m. on the 4th Tuesday each month from
April to October at our  monthly meeting.

If you are interested in becoming a member, dues are $10 per person (April to October) or $250 for a life
membership. 2013 calendars are available at the Town Office, Crosstrax and Bangor Savings Bank.
Books and gifts are available through the Society. Donations are greatly appreciated and tax deductible.



Books & Gifts

Vickery History Taber History Murch History
Ordinary, Yet Extraordinary

Tote Bags Bookmarks Pins/Keychains
Balsam sachets          Calendars 2009 ~ 2013

Meetings are held at 7:00 p.m. on the
Fourth Tuesday each month
from April through October

NEXT MEETING:
APRIL 23, 2013

UHS building open by appointment
~ please call 207-948-5610

Unity Historical Society
P O Box 4
Unity ME 04988

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION
Annual dues: $10/person

(April 1 ~ March 31)
Life Membership: $250/person

P O Box 4
Unity, ME  04988

www.unityhistoricalsociety.org

Or link from: www.UnityMaine.org

The Unity Historical Society is  dedicated
to the collection and preservation of
historical materials related to the Town of
Unity. Maine. The Society makes this
information available to individuals and/or
organizations interested in historical and
genealogical research.

www.unityhistoricalsociety.org


