
THE UNITY OF 1916
The Unity Centennial has long since passed. More than a  hundred

and thirty years have gone by since Ware and Carter tramped through the
forest and began their little settlement. The forests have gone, few traces
are left of the rude beginnings from which our town was shaped, the
twentieth century is all around us.

A stranger passing through our town sees everywhere evidences of
skill and prosperity, fine farm buildings, carefully cultivated acres, up-to-
date machinery, good roads. Everything is well kept. It speaks of New
England order and thrift. It suggests wholesome, wide-awake men and
women. In the village a broad, level, straight street, shaded by noble trees,
extends the entire length. The streets are lighted with electricity, there are
telephones and electricity within the homes. Old homes are here, built
nearly a hundred years ago, with broad fronts and colonial doorways,
suggestive of early days when the home was the center of all social life;
trim, modern homes are found, too, better suited to the needs of the mod-
ern family. Within the limits of the village are twelve stores, a church,
high school building, bank, hotel, central telephone station, two public
garages, blacksmith, tin and shoe shops, two steam mills, two creameries,
corn factory, grist mill, and two large public halls. Property values have
increased rapidly in the last few years. Many strangers have found homes
among us and have received a genuine welcome. They have found our
people honest, upright and industrious.

Transportation and mail service is no longer a problem. The rural
free delivery visits all parts of the town. Automobiles for business or
pleasure are at one's call. The railroad affords quick transportation for all
products with three daily trains to Boston. This is the Unity of 1916.

Our town has an honorable past, a prosperous present, its future
will be as broad and worthy as the vision of its citizens permits.

From History of Unity, Maine by James R. Taber
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September 2012 Meeting Minutes
Call to Order: the September meeting was called to order at 7:10PM. The
officers were later due to an event at the Unity Foundation promoting the
Pops Concert in Waterville to benefit the Inland Hospital. Great show, all
should try to attend on the 20th of October at the Opera House.

August Minutes: The minutes were accepted as presented in the August newsletter, Anni
Roming made a motion and Jackie Bradeen seconded. All were in favor.

Treasurer’s Report: Due the conflicting schedules, Anni did not present a treasurer’s
report. There will be a report in October and nothing really has changed since August.

Vice President’s Report - Jackie said that she and Bev Winship were still working on the
genealogy of at least 99 families. They’ve had contact from a family in Portland, OR
looking for information.

Old Business: The calendars arrived and are available through UHS and in locations
around town.

New Business:

 The local Cub Scout pack had visited the building on the 24th and Unity College
students will be touring as part of their interactive history class the  following week.

 The UBR Day of Service is October 13th. There was discussion about removing the old
ramp and building a new one in the spring. The volunteers will also be able to clear out
the gardens and plant bulbs and mulch for the winter.

 The time of year is once again here where the members of the Society should be
thinking about the slate of officers. Anyone who has ideas or would like to step up and
make a commitment to the Society should contact any of the current
officers.

Thanks to Kevin Spigel for bringing us some home-
made “barley soda’ and his famous pepper jelly
following the meeting. Yummy!

1804

WORD OF THEMONTH

WEALD

PREVIOUS:  COPPERHEAD
a member of a vocal group of Democrats
located in the Northern US opposed the
American Civil War

When was RFD (Rural Free
Delivery) established in
Unity?

PREVIOUS: By what name did Unity’s
forefathers first want to call
the town?

A:  New Columbia (from Vickery’s History of Unity



September Program
Our speaker was Meredith Kellogg a 2007 Unity College graduate. Meredith’s

expertise is in wolves and she received her master’s degree and is currently enrolled at
University of Southern Maine and a director of the Maine Wolf Coalition.
Wolf pits – what do those words mean? There is an elementary school in South
Carolina with “Wolf Pits” as their mascot; do they know what those words mean? It’s
started several years ago when bounties were put on wolves for killing livestock. The
most common trapping method was to dig a large pit, place a carcass or meat in the
bottom and the wolves would fall into the pit trying to get to the food. The head and
pelt of wolves brought trappers large quantities money and eventually the wolves were
eradicated; so was the trapper’s income. The species was brought back from the brink
of extinction, but now, they have been delisted and hunters can kill as many of them as
they please.
Wolves would, on occasion, kill livestock as competition for food was high; now, the loss of livestock
from a wolf is marginal. Ranchers have a better chance of their cattle being bit by a snake or struck by
lightning, than being killed by a wolf. By delisting the wolf, this animal is close to being back on the en-
dangered list. It is often said that those who don’t remember the past, often make the same mistakes.
The use of wolf pits ridded Great Britain of wolves. Wolf pits were the method choice for killing wolves;
they were less expensive and traps cost more and weighed a lot. Poison was not used much as it was not
well known and sometimes gun traps were used to kill a wolf. This is the practice of setting up a loaded
gun to be trigged by a rope when the wolf passed through. The only record of this method being
“successful” was in the shooting of a young old boy wandering through the woods.
There are two types of wolves, the smaller red wolf found in the south and the larger grey wolf in the
north. The red wolf preys on small animals such as squirrels and rodents, while the larger preys on deer
and moose. Hunters often think of the wolf as invading their hunting, but the truth of the matter is that they
are hunting two different types of prey. The hunter wants to bag the large healthy animals, while the wolf
hunts the weak and infirm. This natural event of the circle of life helps to maintain a healthy population of
deer and moose.
Old journals of men encountering wolves would describe the wolf as timid and shy, cowering in the face of
man, or woman. But folklore would take a different route, placing the wolves on the same level as a demon
or devil. The use of wolf pits was wide spread on the east coast and many town names have a link to the
words. The use of the words often meant that many wolves were killed in the area and illustrated the
town’s ability to capture and kill. Sometimes it was used to ward off trespassers; akin to early warning or
“keep out” signs.  People should take caution when hiking or walking in these areas as some wolf pits have
yet to be found and pose a danger to anyone strolling by.
There is no evidence of wolf pits in Maine as the Native American fur trade did not employ this method.
The last recorded killing of a wolf was in the Civil War era.  Native Americans viewed wolves as teachers.
There was much to be learned from their way of living, while the Norseman viewed the wolves as
something to be feared.
Today, wolves and coyotes are interbreeding and conservationists are having a hard time identifying which
animals can be hunted and which should be protected.  In the Great Lakes area there is a “melting pot” of
grey, red and coyotes breeding. Maine wildlife experts do not claim to have a population in the state;
however, there are at least five instances where “large coyotes” have been killed in Maine and the wardens
do not prosecute the hunter.

Wolves could be in the state, way up north closer to Canada where there is plenty of open space
and an abundance of food. If wolves are located in Maine, they must be very good at staying out
of the view of people. Meredith’s hope is that human hunters respect the wolf and its place in
nature. Wolves are natural hunters and beneficial to other wildlife populations.
Thank you Meredith!  Very interesting and lots of good information!



Books & Gifts

Vickery History Tabor History Murch History
Ordinary, Yet Extraordinary

Tote Bags Bookmarks Pins/Keychains
Balsam sachets          Calendars 2009 ~ 2013

Meetings are held at 7:00 p.m. on the
Fourth Tuesday each month
from April through October

NEXT MEETING:
OCTOBER 23, 2012

UHS building open by appointment
~ please call 207-948-5610

Unity Historical Society
P O Box 4
Unity ME 04988

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION
Annual dues: $10/person

(April 1 ~ March 31)
Life Membership: $250/person

P O Box 4
Unity, ME  04988

www.unityhistoricalsociety.org

Or link from: www.UnityMaine.org

The Unity Historical Society is  dedicated
to the collection and preservation of
historical materials related to the Town of
Unity. Maine. The Society makes this
information available to individuals and/or
organizations interested in historical and
genealogical research.

www.unityhistoricalsociety.org

Celebrating 30 Years


