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2012 Meetings
Meetings begin at 7:00pm

April 24
JOHN FORD

May 22
FRANK SIVISKI

June 26
TRUDY PRICE

Saturday July 28
30th Year Celebration

August 28

September 25

October 23 Our June guest speaker is Trudy Price, author of The
Cows are Out! Two Decades on a Maine Dairy Farm
She lives in Knox, once taught at Mt View Elementary
School and also wrote Thirteen is a lucky number .

Blueberries to Potatoes: Farming in Maine

There is a Maine joke in which the farmer is asked what he is
growing. "Rocks" is his answer. Maine's rocky soil might not conjure up
images of miles of wheat blowing in the wind. Maine, as the most wooded
state in the nation, might not seem like a farm state.

Yet farming has long been integral to the survival of Maine’s people and an
important part of the state’s economy.

From general farms to large commercial establishments, farming in Maine
has been affected by national economic trends, competition as the
population moved westward, and various changes in technology.

Railroads helped make Aroostook
County the potato capital and
canning helped making
Washington and Hancock
counties significant in the
blueberry market and many
counties in Maine significant in
the production of sweet corn.

Potatoes and blueberries remain as visible crops in the state, but there are
many fewer small general farms here or elsewhere, and those that exist
rarely provide a fill-time living for the farmers. Many Maine agricultural
products now are produced for far-flung commercial markets.

Text by Candace Kanes
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May 2012 Meeting Minutes

CALL TO ORDER:  The May meeting of 2012 was called to
order at 7:00pm by Pat Clark.

MINUTES: A motion from Anni Roming, seconded by Madeline
Stevenson, to accept the April meeting minutes was unanimously
accepted.

TREASURER’S REPORT: Anni Roming provided the Treasurer’s report. A motion by Lori
Roming, seconded by Pat Clark, to accept the Report was unanimously approved. Additionally
Anni provided a more detailed report of expenses in the May newsletter; this shows that UHS
runs at a deficit of around $1600 each year.

VICE PRESIDENT’S REPORT:

 Jackie Bradeen reported that she and Bev Winship continued to work on compiling the
genealogy. They also provided genealogy assistance to an individual looking for Harding/
Hopkins family information.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT:

Pat reported that there was a flurry of online requests for history and genealogy information in
April.

OLD BUSINESS:

 In lieu of the monthly meeting in July, UHS will hold an Open House on the 28th to celebrate
our 30th anniversary [from 10:00 to 2:00 = rain or shine].  Area historical societies will be
invited to have a display.

 UHS will have a display at the upcoming Unity Barn Raisers Annual Meeting and Virtual
Downtown on June 9th.

 Recruits for refreshments are needed in June and August. Jackie Bradeen agreed to take June
and Donna Wade agreed to provide for August.

NEW BUSINESS:

 UHS will be open on Saturday mornings from 9:30 to 11:30 beginning in mid-June and going
through August.

 Work is ongoing on the website and UHS is working with other nonprofits in Unity to hold
web content/design classes.

 UHS will be open for the 5th Annual CommUnity Block Party on Friday, August 24th.

Thanks to Anni Roming for providing refreshments.



WORD OF THEMONTH

COMMORANCY

PREVIOUS:  PIRLICUE
The space between one’s thumb
and forefinger

W h o  w a s  b o r n  i n
U n i t y  a n d  b e c a m e
Governor and Maine
Congressman?

PREVIOUS: What is Burrh?
A: A French imported stone used in milling

May Program
UHS welcomed Frank Siviski in May. Frank is not only
a surveyor, but also a member of the  Albion Historical
Society.
He was approached by the Sebasticook Regional Land
Trust last Fall to survey the lines to determine the actual
boundaries of the Moulton Mills property (located
between the Albion and Waterville Roads). Frank took us
through the process of researching and determining the
ownership of land in general.
The land was originally part of the Plymouth Patent and then purchased by the
Kennebec Proprietors. The Kennebec Patent was the land 15 miles on either side of
the Kennebec River. Names of these original Proprietors may sound familiar: James
Bowdoin, James Pitts and Sylvanius Gardiner.  The property line started at Head of
Tide and lakes along the way were named for the distance from the start (i.e., China
Lake was 12 Mile Lake and Unity Pond was 25 Mile Lake).
Unity is located in Lots G through M on the original Proprietor’s maps; the Moulton
Mill property is in K-1.  Frank showed us a map with the lines on it, and it looks so
simple.  What isn’t simple is doing the actual surveying work. What the map doesn’t
show is the small streams, hills and valleys and bear dens that the men in the field
would have to traverse while doing the surveying. Frank showed us the chain which
measured the rods, as well as the compass which was fitted on top of a stick and
Charles Hayden’s field book.
Surveying seems to be a bit like doing a really big jigsaw puzzle. In one case with
the Moulton Mill project he found one lot in 1934 that was 185 acres, but earlier it
had been two lots — one 100 acres in size and the other 28 acres. So where was the
other land?  Things like this make surveying a puzzle and ultimately a triumph when
everything fits together.  Our thanks to Frank for being with us.



Book Store

Member Non-member
Vickery History $15.00 $20.00
Tabor History $15.00 $20.00
Set $25.00 $35.00

Ordinary, Yet Extraordinary: Six Decades
in the Life of Unity, ME (Freeman/Simeone) ~

$20.00

Meetings are held at 7:00 p.m. on the
Fourth Tuesday each month
from April through October

NEXT MEETING:

JUNE 26, 2012
UHS building open by appointment

~ please call 207-948-5610

Unity Historical Society
P O Box 4
Unity ME 04988

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION
Annual dues: $10/person

(April 1 ~ March 31)
Life Membership: $250/person

P O Box 4
Unity, ME  04988

www.unityhistoricalsociety.org

Or link from: www.UnityMaine.org

The Unity Historical Society is  dedicated
to the collection and preservation of
historical materials related to the Town of
Unity. Maine. The Society makes this
information available to individuals and/or
organizations interested in historical and
genealogical research.

www.unityhistoricalsociety.org
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