
In 2012 the Unity Historical Society will be celebrating its 30th

anniversary. Since its founding in 1982, the Unity Historical Society has been a
resource for people across the country doing research, genealogy searches and
learning about the history of the Unity area. We look forward to special
activities throughout the year to observe this anniversary. This year’s Historical
Society calendar commemorates the founding of the Unity Historical Society
with pictures of the early founders and activities. Calendars are on sale at the
Town Office for $10 and will also be available at Town Meeting on March 24th.

An industrious group of members has continued the work of
inventorying our holdings and reorganizing our files to make them more user
friendly. This includes a full-scale reorganization of the genealogy files from
James Vickery and numerous area families. Students from local civic groups,
public schools and Unity College visited, spoke with Historical Society
members and utilized the library for research projects. People from around the
country and the world who were doing genealogy and other research contacted
us by email after visiting our website or finding us through the town website.
The Historical Society was open every Saturday morning from mid-June
through August for residents and visitors to learn more about the local history.

Interesting speakers presented information at our monthly meetings on a
variety of topics, such as the Backcountry Rebellion in the 18th century, building
materials and technology of the past, dirt track racing and the Fantasy Raceway,
the Game Loft’s American History program Eureka, current research on arsenic
in the downtown area, home brewing, and the old tannery site being
investigated by Unity College students. These programs, and others, make it
possible for members and friends to learn more about history in general and
specific information about our area.

The Unity Historical Society recently participated in the Town’s energy
audit program and learned that doing insulation work in the basement and attic
was recommended. We have decided to move forward utilizing $5,000 for the
work which is projected to save approximately $2,273 per year with a 2.2 year
payback. Donations for this project would be greatly appreciated as this will
help keep the Unity Historical more sustainable.

If you are interested in becoming a member of the Historical Society,
dues are $10 per person (April to October) or $100 for a life membership.
Donations for any of our projects are greatly appreciated and tax deductible. For
more information about the collections or genealogy, please visit our website at
www.unityhistoricalsociety.org
We hope to see YOU in 2012 as we celebrate our 30th Year!
Respectfully Submitted,
Pat Clark, President
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October 2011 Meeting Minutes

CALL TO ORDER:  The final meeting of 2011 was called to order at
7:05pm.

MINUTES: A motion from Dot Quimby, seconded by Jackie Bradeen, to accept the September
meeting minutes was unanimously accepted.

TREASURER’S REPORT: Anni Roming provided the Treasurer’s report.  Ad sales for the
calendar were $1000 and the printing costs $360. 250 calendars were printed. A motion by Bob
Fordyce, seconded by Kevin Spigel, to accept the Report was unanimously approved.

VICE PRESIDENT’S REPORT:

 Jackie Bradeen reported that the calendars were received and have been distributed to adver-
tisers and several locations throughout Unity for sales.  No decision has been made regarding
a calendar for 2013.

 Jackie also reported that one member asked that special events be planned for UHS’s 30th
anniversary, specifically with an eye toward increasing membership.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT:

Pat reported that since the Town Office moved, they’ve returned the shadow box of artifacts to
UHS until such time as they have a permanent home.  They also gave several artifacts to UHS: a
Unity Hardware ruler;  some 1936 Extension Service pamphlets and old Town reports.

GIFTS/DONATIONS

An old ornate calendar was presented. The giver is unknown.

OLD BUSINESS:

Pat will convene a nominating committee for the  April meeting.

NEW BUSINESS:

 Stan McCorrison Jr asked for help finding information on his mother’s home. The home is
on the National Register of Historic Places. The second president of Bates College was born
in the home and Mary Baker Eddy stayed as a guest.  Several members present were able to
provide resource suggestions.

 UHS is eligible for the energy audit/rebate program in Unity. The group agreed that having an
audit done and taking action would be in the best interest of the Society.

 Anni Roming announced that she would provide three wreaths for the Christmas season.

 John McIntire announced the Community Harvest Celebration Supper happening on
November 12th at the Community Center.

Thanks to Bob Fordyce for the delicious annual Grape Pie for refreshments!



WORD OF THEMONTH

NIDULATION

PREVIOUS:  WIDDERSHINS
In the wrong direction, counterclockwise

October Program
We were pleased to once again welcome Unity College Professor Chris Marshall
and his students, Molly Lindh, Amber Herrick and Sabrina Carleton, members
of “U-Dig” Archeologists. This group has been doing
archeological research around Sandy Stream as well as
additional excavation around the old tannery site. They shared
photographs, findings and several artifacts such as nails,
stained glass, pottery shards, bones, bottles and old bark.
Other finds at the site have been a file, a brass cap from a
folding ruler, metal carriage wheel rims and sleigh runners.
In addition to the previous research, the group used an 1859
Unity map for clues about other buildings in the area.  They are in the process of
mapping the footprint of the entire tannery and have found lots of clay, that would
have been used to make bricks.
At the end of last season the group discovered a ‘perch’ of bricks ready for sale.  A
‘perch’ equals 18.5’ and is a fraction of the ‘rod’ measurement. They also
determined that the amount of fuel used — in this case, wood — would fill a football
field to a depth of 12 feet!
Thank you to all for the slide show and wonderful information about Unity’s history!

From what college did
Stillman Berry graduate?

PREVIOUS: What happened in Unity on October 18, 1928?
A: A fire destroyed the “Brick Block” - Adams store,

Glines’ grocery store and two barber shops
[current UHOP location]

To kick off the 30th season of UHS—we are pleased
to welcome John Ford, who has just written his first
book, a collection of short stories, entitled
SUDDENLY THE CIDER DIDN’T TASTE SO GOOD:
ADVENTURES OF A GAME WARDEN IN MAINE.
This is John’s first stop on his book tour throughout
the state and we’re thrilled to have him join us on
Tuesday, April 24th!



Book Store

Member Non-member
Vickery History $15.00 $20.00
Tabor History $15.00 $20.00
Set $25.00 $35.00

Ordinary, Yet Extraordinary: Six Decades
in the Life of Unity, ME (Freeman/Simeone) ~

$20.00

Meetings are held at 7:00 p.m. on the
Fourth Tuesday each month
from April through October

NEXT MEETING:

APRIL 24, 2012
UHS building open by appointment

~ please call 207-948-5610
Celebration 30 Years

Unity Historical Society
P O Box 4
Unity ME 04988

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION
Annual dues: $10/person

(April 1 ~ March 31)
Life Membership: $100/person

P O Box 4
Unity, ME  04988

www.unityhistoricalsociety.org

Or link from: www.UnityMaine.org

The Unity Historical Society is  dedicated
to the collection and preservation of
historical materials related to the Town of
Unity. Maine. The Society makes this
information available to individuals and/or
organizations interested in historical and
genealogical research.

www.unityhistoricalsociety.org
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