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Mission:  The Unity Historical Society is dedicated to the collection and preservation of historical materials    
related to the Town of Unity. Maine. The Society makes this information available to individuals 
and/or organizations interested in historical and genealogical research. 

THE CIVIL WAR  
During the summer and autumn “The Home Guards” of 
Waldo County assembled on appointed days for spectacular 
parades and inspections. On two occasions that fall large 
review were held: one in Monroe and another in Clinton. 
The Monroe muster was held on September 25th with ten 
companies present, the Monroe, Newburg, Union, Knox, 
Montville, Freedom, Brooks, Jackson home guards     
comprising about three hundred and eighty men.  
Unity townspeople celebrated the Fourth of July (1861) in 
“grand style.” Between three and four thousand people 
gathered to watch an impressive procession in which the 
local temperance societies, including those of the towns of 
Troy and Burnham, marched, plus the “Home Guard” led by 
General James Fowler, the marshal o the day. Following the 
grand parade, E.K. Boyle a local lawyer, delivered an     
inspiring oration. At noon a thousand people sat down to a 
dinner where “toasts, speeches, salutes and music” paid 
tribute to the Union and the soldiers who soon would     
defend it. 
Despite the patriotic desire to join the service and the     
loyalty given the Union, there appeared a strong     
antagonism manifested by the Breckinridge Democrats. To 
show their antipathy to the war, a group of Unity and     
Freedom men organized a “Session company,” call the 
Peace Phalanx. How far they would have gone in     
opposition to the North is difficult to determine, for almost 
immediately the Federal government arrested the leaders, 
and this small company of Southern sympathizers were 
forced by public opinion to join the Northern forces.  

From A History of Unity, Maine (James B. Vickery III, 1954) 



July 2011 Meeting Minutes  
 

CALL TO ORDER:  President Pat Clark called the meeting to order at 7:00pm.  

MINUTES: A motion from Anni Roming, seconded by Bob Fordyce, to accept the June         
meeting minutes was unanimously accepted. 

TREASURER’S REPORT: Anni Roming provided the Treasurer’s report, which was         
read into the minutes and accepted with no questions. All but 6 calendar ad spaces have been 
sold. .  

PRESIDENT’S REPORT:  

• Pat reported that there have been guests each Saturday morning that the building has been 
open.  Some of the visitors have brought donations 

VICE PRESIDENT’S REPORT:  

• Jackie Bradeen reported on the status of the 2012 calendar. Thanks to Donna Wade who’s 
been doing very well selling ads, Mahlon Bickford, who’s putting the calendar together; and 
Bob Fordyce for taking ‘new’ photos to go with the ‘old’ ones chosen.  

• She and Bev Winship are still working on the records found in the old town office. They’re 
currently working on the Carmichael and Raven families.  

• A request for information on the Varney family was received. 

GIFTS/DONATIONS 

• From William Tozier—a photograph of the Lindly Mosher/Parkhurst House (Main Street) 
with several people standing on the porch. The house is the birthplace of Governor Frederick 
Hale Parkhurst. 

OLD BUSINESS:  

• UHS participated at Thorndike Historical Society’s 20th anniversary event on July 23rd.  Sev-
eral ladies form the Thorndike Society were at the meeting to present the military uniform and 
a plaque given to them. The uniform, plaque and photo were from Harland Leigh Crosby, a 
one-time resident of Unity. It was pleasant to have another society join us.  

NEW BUSINESS:  

• Pat and Lori have been asked to speak at the August 2nd Rotary Club meeting at Crosstrax. 

• UHS will be open and participate in the Clifford Commons “CommUnity Block Party” on         
August 26th.  

Thanks to Donna Wade for the homemade cookies and brownies.   



WORD OF THE MONTH 
 

MOLIMINOUS 
 
 
 
 PREVIOUS:   RIMBOMBO 
     To echo or resound  

We were pleased to welcome Ray and Patricia Estabrook, Damion Saucier and 
Larry Nickerson from The Game Loft (in Belfast).  The Game Loft was created 13 
years ago and is dedicated to positive youth development through non-electric 
games and community involvement.  The Game Loft has 150 young people enrolled, 
aged 6 to 18, who use board games and simulated ’combat’ to help the participants 
learn social skills and mitigate isolation.  In  2009, they began a program in Unity 
and regularly have 15 kids a week participate.  When kids understand who they are 
and where they’re from, they have a better sense of where they’re going.  

Damion and Larry, reprising their roles as teens living 
in a Midcoast Maine town around the 1850s and 60s, 
told us of their daily activities and how the country’s 
current unrest about slavery affected their families.  
Damion’s alter ego, “Pepper” signed up to fight in “The 
Great Rebellion” but his ship crashed and he spent 
time in Port Royal and New Orleans. Following the 
War, he served  more years in the military and was a 
witness to Custer’s Last Stand.   
Bringing the family forward, Larry’s persona “Mark”, 
told us his story of hunting a shark in Penobscot Bay 

during the 1950s. He and his brother harpooned the great white, which in turn 
smashed their small boat. They ended up being rescued by a local fisherman.  
Studies show that if you simply memorize something, you stand a 1 in 10 chance of 
remembering it. However, if you experience it, that chance increases to 9 out of 10. 
These young men didn’t just recount historical events; rather, they were relating 
their own experiences...and having a great time doing it! 
For the second year in a row The Game Loft, a community based organization of 
Spurwink Services, has been selected to participate in a living history event at Kings 
Landing Historical Settlement in New Brunswick Canada.  
Many thanks to our guests for a glimpse back in time as well as into the future.  For 
more information about The Game Loft: www.thegameloft.org 

 
         
 
            What is “rum raising”?  

 
 
 

PREVIOUS: What year was the Unity Area Recycling Center 
founded? 

 
A: 1991 ~ (FMI:  www.unityme.org/UARRC_Brochure.pdf) 



                             Book Store           
 
 

     Member Non-member 
   Vickery History  $15.00  $20.00 
   Tabor History $15.00  $20.00 
   Set $25.00 $35.00 
 
Ordinary, Yet Extraordinary: Six Decades in 
the Life of Unity, ME (Freeman/Simeone) ~ $20.00 
 
 

              2011 Officers  
 
 President Pat Clark  
 Vice President Jackie Bradeen 
 Treasurer Anni Roming  
 Secretary Lori Roming  

 
COMMITTEES 
Development 

Finance 
Clothing 

Programs/Refreshments 

 

Meetings are held at 7:00 p.m. on the 
Fourth Tuesday each month  

from April through October 
 

NEXT MEETING:  
AUGUST 23, 2011 

 
UHS building open by appointment  

~ please call 207-948-5610 

Unity Historical Society  
P O Box 4  
Unity ME 04988  

     MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION 
Annual dues:   $10/person  

(April 1 ~ March 31) 
Life Membership:  $100/person 

 

P O Box 4  
Unity, ME  04988 

www.unityhistoricalsociety.org 
 

Or link from: www.UnityMaine.org 


