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History of Father's Day
History of Father's Day Festival as seen today is not even a hundred
years old. However, some  scholars opine that Father's Day history is
much older than we actually believe it to be. They say that the custom
of honoring dad's on a special day is over 4,000 years old.

Father's Day in US
Modern version of Father's Day celebration originated in United

States of America and thereafter the tradition spread in countries around the world. The world owes
thanks to Ms Sonora Louise Smart Dodd a loving daughter from Spokane, Washington as it is
because of her struggle that Father's Day saw the light of the day.

Inspired by Ms Anna Jarvis's struggle to promote Mother's Day, Ms Dodd began a rigorous
campaign to celebrate Father's Day in US. The Spokane Ministerial Association and the local Young
Men's Christian Association (YMCA) supported Sonora's cause. As a result Spokane celebrated its
first Father's Day on June 19, 1910. Though there was initial hesitation the idea gained gradual
popularity all over US and Fathers Day came to be celebrated in cities across the country.

Looking at the heightened popularity of Father's Day in US, President Woodrow Wilson approved of
this idea in 1916. President Calvin Coolidge too supported the idea of a national Father's Day in
1924 to, "establish more intimate relations between fathers and their children and to impress upon
fathers the full measure of their obligations". After a protracted struggle of over four decades,
President Lyndon Johnson signed a presidential proclamation declaring the third Sunday of June as
Father's Day in 1966. Then in 1972, President Richard Nixon established a permanent national
observance of Father's Day to be held on the third Sunday of June. Sonora Smart Dodd was honored
for her contribution at the World's Fair in Spokane in 1974. Mrs. Dodd died in 1978 at age 96.

In 1957, Senator Margaret Chase Smith wrote Congress that, "Either we honor both our parents,
mother and father, or let us desist from honoring either one. But to single out just one of our two
parents and omit the other is the most grievous insult imaginable."

Excerpted from: http://www.fathersdaycelebration.com/fathers-day-history.html

June is a 5-Tuesday Month—the meeting is June 23rd at 7:00



JUNE SPEAKER

Joey Kelly—and Chevy, the Safety Dog — from the Belfast& Moosehead Lake Railroad.
Formed in 2008, BPS’s mission includes the preservation of the Belfast & Moosehead Lake
Railroad corridor running through Waldo County, the preservation and restoration of the
Brooks Railroad Station, and the preservation of several historical Belfast & Moosehead
Lake Railroad locomotives, railcars, and MOW equipment. They’ve  acquired the City Point
Railroad Museum in Belfast Maine and offer weekend excursions during our operational
season.

MAY MEETING NOTES
Welcome – From Pat Clark to our first meeting members. The April
meeting was cancelled due to the Comprehensive Planning community
forum on the same night
Minutes – Anni made a motion to accept as presented in the newsletter,
Jackie Bradeen seconded and all were in favor.

Treasurers' report – Anni presented the report.

Vice President’s Report – over the winter Jackie has been indexing the Vickery records as
there were three of them and it was a bit confusing. She also re-indexed the books for Troy,
Thorndike and Jackson. Troy isn't done yet and she also has a small book from Detroit that
she will start on soon. Jackie responded to inquiries since Bev is still in the processes of
moving and one request was regarding the fire of 1945 in Unity. Pat mentioned that she has
spoken to several families, who may donate items to the society. The majority of the requests
and inquiries she has responded to have come through the internet or through Facebook.

President's report – Pat has given tours to some Unity College classes such as American
History and the Interpretation Class. They had intended to do a service project, but the timing
and weather did not allow for this to happen this year. Pat will try again next year and see if
we can update the walking tour with pictures.

Old and New business – None

The members enjoyed Martha’s
presentation and followed with a few
snacks in the kitchen following the
meeting.

Did you know that UHS is on facebook—
https://www.facebook.com/UnityHistoricalSociety



Speaker – Martha Dempski of the Women's Initiative

This organization is located in the Sterns Building and is open Monday 11-5.  Everyone is
welcome and will be treated with free water and coffee. The mission is to build up women's
esteem through fun classes and networking with other women.

Class schedules are sort of like this:
 Monday - Knitting and crocheting as well as a health talk from Maine General affiliates
 Tuesday - Rag rug weaving
 Wednesday – Bring your own craft of choice
 Thursday – Quilting and Sewing
 Friday - Jewelry and various crafts as well as a free Reiki session sometimes

They use donated material to make
crafts and can repurpose other
materials as well. Martha's paternal
grandmother from Moncton New
Brunswick had a huge influence on
Martha's life and she recalled her
having time to send notes to the
grandchildren and pass on her love
of gardening and crafting. Her button
box was a cherished treasure.
Martha's has relocated many of her
grandmother plants to the places
she's lived over the years.

Members of the Women's Initiative include an 89 years young lady who inspected airplanes in
WWII, a Native American drummer, intellectually challenged women and a lady who is
legally blind but can still use a sewing machine.

Twining, a form of weaving that is taught at the program, dates back to the time of the
Pharaohs. The skill required to use this form seems simple when Martha explained it, but I'm
sure it would take some practice.

Many of the finished crafts are kept by their creators, but the agreement is to make one craft to
keep and one for the program to sell in their shop. The proceeds help to fund future projects
and administrative costs. Crafts include the rugs, baskets, modge podge items, jewelry, wind
chimes and many sewn items like aprons and quilts.

http://www.womensinitiativeme.org/



Meetings are held at 7:00 p.m. on the
Fourth Tuesday each month
from April through October

NEXT MEETING:
JUNE 23rd, 2015

Building open by appointment
Call 207-948-5610

Unity Historical Society
P O Box 4
Unity ME 04988

The Unity Historical Society is dedicated
to the collection and preservation of
historical materials related to the Town of
Unity. Maine. The Society makes this
information available to individuals and/or
organizations interested in historical and
genealogical research.

http://unityhistoricalsociety.wordpress.com

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION
Annual dues: $10/person

(April 1 ~ March 31)
Life Membership: $250/person

P O Box 4
Unity, ME  04988

http://unityhistoricalsociety.wordpress.com
Or link from: www.UnityMaine.org

2015 Meetings
Meetings begin at 7:00pm

APRIL 22
MAY 26
JUNE 23*
JULY 28

AUGUST—UNITY FESTIVAL
SEPTEMBER 22*

OCTOBER 27
* Month has 5 Tuesdays


