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In 1982 a small group of Unity citizens joined together to form the Unity Historical Society.
Since that time the Unity Historical Society has preserved the historical materials and artifacts of the
area and served as an informational resource for the local community and people around the world.
Hundreds of people have toured the house on Depot Street, utilized the library and received
assistance with genealogy searches. We’d like to thank everyone who supports UHS and invite all of
Unity’s citizens to  visit and participate in the community programming planned for this year.

During the past year students from Unity College visited and  spoken with Historical Society
members and used the library for assistance with their research projects. People from around the
country, and the world, doing genealogic and other research contacted us by email after visiting our
website or finding us through the town website.  An industrious group of members has continued the
work of inventorying our holdings and reorganizing our files to make them more user friendly. A full
-scale reorganization of the genealogy files from James Vickery and numerous area families  contin-
ues. Interesting speakers presented information at our monthly meetings on a variety of topics,
enabling members and friends to learn more about history in general and specific information about
our area. Presentations by local authors John Ford and Mark Nickerson, and representatives from
community organizations such as the Unity College Woodsmen, Friends of Lake Winnecook,
Sebasticook Regional Land Trust, the Game Loft and Bangor Museum and History Center informed
and entertained members and guests at the monthly meetings.

The Unity Historical Society hosted a community open house with representatives from the
Troy and Hamden Historical Societies, as well as the Game Loft, Sebasticook Regional Land Trust,
and Penobscot Marine Museum in July; participated in community events such as the Promote
Yourself event at the Unity Barn Raisers annual meeting in June; the CommUnity Block Party in
August; as well as  the Volunteer Day of Service with students from Unity College in October.

In 2011 the Unity Historical Society participated in the energy audit program and learned that
doing insulation work in the basement and attic was recommended. Work was done to insulate the
basement in response to these findings in 2012, but the work continued in 2013 on insulating the
roof. Funding is critical to help defray the costs of the work already completed and to finish the
ongoing project. Donations toward this and other building upkeep projects would be greatly
appreciated in order to help preserve the Historical Society building and keep it more sustainable.

Unity Historical Society continues to stimulate interest in the collection and preservation of
historic materials related to the town of Unity as well as Maine and the rest of the world. We look
forward to continuing these projects and invite you to join us at 7:00 p.m. on the 4th Tuesday each
month from April to October at our monthly meeting.

If you are interested in becoming a member, dues are $10 per person (April to October) or
$250 for a life membership.  Books and gifts are available through the Society. Donations for any of
our projects are greatly appreciated and tax deductible. For more information about the collections or
genealogy, please visit our website at www.unityhistoricalsociety.org       [Printed in the Unity Town Report]



Clockwise:
Sandy Stream;

Village Cemetery; Race track;
Tree cutting re-enactment



APRIL 22, 2014
Speaker: Pat Clark ~ A Journey to Find My Family

 Unity Fun Day
 Waldo County Historical Societies Get Together
 History in the Schools
 Unity Tour update

Each year, Earth Day -- April 22 -- marks the
anniversary of what many consider the birth of the
modern environmental movement in 1970.

The height of hippie and flower-child culture in
the United States, 1970 brought the death of Jimi
Hendrix, the last Beatles album, and Simon &
Garfunkel’s “Bridge Over Troubled Water”.
Protest was the order of the day, but saving the
planet was not the cause. War raged in Vietnam,
and students nationwide increasingly opposed it.

At the time, Americans were slurping leaded gas
through massive V8 sedans. Industry belched out
smoke and sludge with little fear of legal
consequences or bad press. Air pollution was
commonly accepted as the smell of prosperity.
“Environment” was a word that appeared more
often in spelling bees than on the evening news.
Although mainstream America remained
oblivious to environmental concerns, the stage
had been set for change by the publication of
Rachel Carson's New York Times bestseller Silent
Spring in 1962. The book represented a water-
shed moment for the modern environmental
movement, selling more than 500,000 copies in
24 countries and, up until that moment, more than
any other person, Ms. Carson raised public
awareness and concern for living organisms, the
environment and public health.

Edmund S. Muskie (1914-1996) was notable in
Maine and U.S. politics for several reasons.

When he was elected Governor in 1954, he was
the first Democrat elected to statewide office in
nearly 20 years and only the second in the
preceding 40 years. He later served in the U.S.
Senate from 1959-1980, ran unsuccessfully for
President in 1972, and was Secretary of State
from 1980-1981.

Equally impressive was Muskie's record on
behalf of the environment. His devotion to the
cause earned him the nickname "Mr. Clean."

Assigned to an inconsequential committee in
the Senate, Muskie saw an opening for tackling
environmental causes and turned the Public
Works Committee into a voice for clean air and
clean water in the U.S.

The list of environmental legislation with
which he was involved is long. He called the
1970 Clean Air Act his greatest achievement,
but the 1972 Clean Water Act also was signifi-
cant and struck close to home.

Pollution problems in Maine's rivers were well-
known and Muskie called on his experiences in
Maine as he worked on the national bill.

In an era before the environment was part of
every-day conversation, Ed Muskie worked to
systematically find solutions to air and water
pollution.

https://www.mainememory.net/sitebuilder/site/330/
page/601/display



Meetings are held at 7:00 p.m. on the
Fourth Tuesday each month
from April through October

NEXT MEETING:
APRIL 22, 2014

UHS building open by appointment
~ please call 207-948-5610

Unity Historical Society
P O Box 4
Unity ME 04988

The Unity Historical Society is  dedicated
to the collection and preservation of
historical materials related to the Town of
Unity. Maine. The Society makes this
information available to individuals and/or
organizations interested in historical and
genealogical research.

http://unityhistoricalsociety.wordpress.com

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION
Annual dues: $10/person

(April 1 ~ March 31)
Life Membership: $250/person

P O Box 4
Unity, ME  04988

http://unityhistoricalsociety.wordpress.com
Or link from: www.UnityMaine.org

2014 Meetings
Meetings begin at 7:00pm

APRIL 22
MAY 27
JUNE 24
JULY 19

AUGUST 26
SEPTEMBER 23*

OCTOBER 28
* Month has 5 Tuesdays


